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Saugerties  is  a  populous  and  flourishing  Corporation  of 
Ulster  County,  lying  upon  the  Hudson  Elver,  fifty  miles  below 
Albany,  and  one  hundred  above  New  York.  It  forms  with 
Catskill  the  fertile  expanse  in  front  of  the  Catskill  Mountains, 
which  here  lift  their  summits  in  grandeur  above  the  beauti¬ 
ful  plains  and  waters  around.  This  place,  with  its  valuable 
I  water-power,  created  by  the  Esopus  Eiver,  which  here  enters 
the  Hudson  at  the  light-house  opposite  Tivoli,  carries  on 
extensive  iron  works,  paper  manufacture,  powder-mills,  and 
'  lead  works  ;  it  forms  a  principal  mart  of  the  well-known 
North  River  Flagging-Stone,  and  is  the  great  work-shop  of 
the  famous  Ulster  Iron.  Contained  within  its  precincts  is  a 
population  of  about  ten  thousand  ;  with  steamboats,  hotels, 

*  telegraph,  weekly  journal,  academy,  bank,  and  churches  to 
the  number  of  fourteen,  namely,  five  Reformed  Hutch,  one  Con- 

I  gregational,  one  Presbyterian,  one  Lutheran,  one  Baptist,  two 
’  Methodist,  one  Episcopal,  one  Romish,  and  one  German 
I  Methodist. 

In  all  these  regions  of  the  Hudson,  originally  settled  by 
the  Reformers  of  Holland,  their  Reformed  Hutch  churches 

•  (so  called)  are  predominant ;  their  doctrine  and  government 
resembling  those  of  the  Presbyterians.  In  1850,  the  central 
Reformed  Hutch  Church  at  Saugerties  (pronounced  Sau’ger- 
tyis)  was  worshiping  in  its  former  brick  edifice,  which  was 
twenty-three  years  old.  A  part  of  the  church  desired  a  new 

5  building  in  another  location  ;  and  upon  giving  assurance  fas 
was  understood)  that  no  debt  or  intrusion  should  arise  to 
disturb  the  old  premises,  the  project  was  allowed  to  proceed. 

I  But  the  next  year,  it  was  found  that  the  consistory  (or  Board 
of  Church  Officers)  had  bound  the  church  by  contract  for  a 
'  costly  edifice  they  were  erecting,  far  above  any  moneys  sub- 
I  scribed,  and  so  involving  a  debt  of  many  thousand  dollars  ; 

[  lor  the  completion  of  which  they  were  proposing  to  sell  the 
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existing  church  structure  and  lecture  room,  notwithstanding 
the  supposed  agreement  to  the  contrary. 

Against  these  procedures,  a  majority  of  the  male  members 
(aside  from  the  pastor)  sent  in  a  written  protest ;  and  at  the 
next  annual  election  for  four  of  the  nine  officers,  the  church 
chose  new  individuals  to  oppose  the  breaking  up  and  sale  of 
the  existing  establishment.  But  this  left  still  one  majority  in 
the  consistory  upon  the  other  side  ;  and  not  considering 
themselves,  under  their  form  of  church  government,  bound  by 
instructions  or  expressions  thus  received  from  the  church,  the 
consistory  proceeded  to  take  measures  for  a  sale.  But  before 
it  could  be  accomplished,  another  annual  election  for  the  other 
four  officers  (aside  from  the  pastor j  drew  near.  At  this 
juncture,  the  majority  in  the  existing  consistory  appealed 
to  the  Classis  (or  higher  body  of  the  Reformed  Dutch 
Churches),  and  obtained  from  them  permission  to  omit  hold¬ 
ing  any  election  of  officers  that  year,  and  so  continue  them¬ 
selves  as  officers  for  another  season.  Hence,  the  professed 
majority  of  the  church  had  no  further  means  of  action  ;  and 
what  they  considered  their  house  of  worship,  with  lecture- 
room  and  grounds,  was  sold  away  from  them  early  in  1853. 

Imagining  that  a  government  which  operated  thus,  would 
be  no  longer  desirable  for  them,  they  failed  to  find  their  way 
into  the  new  establishment,  now  finished  and  thus  partly  paid 
for  ;  preferring  to  seek  for  themselves  and  for  their  children 
a  new  and  democratic  Christian  home. 

And  so  that  houseless  band,  many  of  them  laden  with  the 
weight  of  years,  went  forth  from  the  long  cherished  church  of 
their  fathers  ;  searching,  like  the  New  England  Pilgrims,  for 
religious  freedom  and  republican  equality.  Like  those  old 
Puritans,  their  steps,  unguided  by  any  human  direction,  were 
providentially  led  to  the  Plymouth  Rock  ;  and  all  unaided, 
they  established  a  Congregational  Church,  the  first  in  Ulster 
County,  the  second  between  New  York  and  Albany  ;  to  be  as 
a  beacon-light  of  gospel  liberty,  of  fraternal  equality,  and  of 
unsectarian  love. 

The  church  was  organized  Maj^  16,  and  was  recognized  by 
Council  June  16,  1853  ;  consisting  of  thirty-three  members, 
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sixteen  of  them  men,  and  eigdit  over  sixty  years  of  age  1 
Rev.  Ray  Palmer,  D.D.,  Rev.  R.  S.  Storrs,  Jr.,  D.D.,  Rev. 
Henry  Ward  Beecher,  and  others,  performed  the  services.  A 
Lutheran  Church  near  by  was  disbanded  about  this  time,  and 
the  Congregational  Church  obtained  the  use  of  its  house,  re¬ 
ceiving  also  several  of  its  members  at  a  later  date.  The  same 
year,  was  laid  the  corner-stone  of  the  new  Congregational 
Church  edifice.  After  various  supplies  of  the  pulpit.  Rev.  S. 
B.  Goodenow,  of  Rhode  Island,  was  invited  to  visit  the  church 
on  the  13th  of  May,  1855,  and  on  the  20th  was  unanimously 
called  to  become  its  first  pastor.  He  shortly  commenced  his 
labors,  and  was  installed  October  16,  Rev.  Hr.  Palmer,  of 
Albany,  preaching  the  sermon.  On  the  same  day  the  church 
edifice  was  dedicated,  the  discourse  being  preached  by  Rev. 
J.  P.  Thompson,  D.D.,  of  New  York  city. 

This  edifice  stands  at  the  corner  of  Main  and  Second  streets, 
directly  fronting  Bridge  street,  one  of  the  most  favorable 
locations  possible.  It  is  a  beautiful  structure  of  brick, 
tastefully  arclied,  and  wrought  into  the  exact  likeness  of 
granite.  It  opens  into  a  fine  chapel  in  the  rear;  and  is  fronted 
with  a  handsome  tower,  which  is  supplied  with  a  rich-tone d» 
bell  of  twenty-four  hundred  weight.  The  main  edifice  is  lighted 
b}^  ten  heavy  arched  and  mullioned  windows,  with  colored 
glass  ;  and  has  a  richly  paneled  and  stuccoed  ceiling,  with 
elaborate  pulpit,  and  columnar  recess.  It  is  warmed  by  fur¬ 
naces  beneath,  seats  six  hundred  people,  and  cost  nearly 
fourteen  thousand  dollars. 

There  remained  upon  the  house  a  debt  of  six  thousand  five 
hundred  dollars,  which  soon  threatened  to  be  a  most  disas¬ 
trous  thing  ;  but,  in  1851,  through  the  strenuous  efforts  of 
the  pastor,  it  was  entirely  removed,  without  going  out  of  the 
society  for  help.  In  three  years  since  the  first  visit  of  the 
pastor,  he  has  received  about  fifty  members,  the  church 
having  in  that  time  increased  from  thirty-three  to  eighty. 
“  In  the  name  of  the  Lord  we  set  up  our  banner  ;  ”  and  well 
may  we  call  the  name  of  it  Ebenezer,  saying  : — Hitherto 
hath  the  Lord  helped  us  !  ’’ 
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COVENANT. 


We  severally  avouch  the  Lord  Jehovah,  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghost,  to  be  our  God,  the  object  of  our  supreme  affec¬ 
tion,  and  our  portion  for  ever.  We  cordially  acknowledge 
the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  to  be  our  Redeemer,  and  the  Holy 
Spirit  our  Sanctifier,  Comforter,  and  Guide  ;  while  we  cheer¬ 
fully  devote  ourselves  to  God  our  Father  in  everlasting  bonds; 
consecrating  all  our  powers  and  possessions  to  his  service 
and  glory.  As  penitent  believers,  we  promise  that,  through 
divine  assistance,  we  will  cleave  to  Christ  as  our  only  Master, 
and  our  only  Hope  ;  that  we  will  give  diligent  attention  to 
his  word  and  ordinances ;  that  we  will  seek  the  honor  and 
interest  of  his  kingdom  ;  and  that,  henceforth,  denying  all 
ungodliness  and  every  worldly  lust,  we  will  live  soberly, 
Righteously,  and  godly  in  this  present  world. 

Devoutly  and  cordially  we  unite  ourselves  in  this  church 
of  Christ,  sincerely  consenting  to  its  Articles  of  Faith,  of 
Order,  and  of  Union  ;  joyfully  confiding  in  its  watch-care 
and  discipline  ;  and  humbly  submitting  ourselves  to  one 
another  in  the  Lord.  Particularly  we  promise  to  engage 
with  the  church  in  concert  communion  and  confession  of 
Christ,  monthly  and  weekly  if  possible  ;  to  contribute  in  just 
proportion  toward  its  support ;  and  to  be  active  in  its  gospel 
labors  ;  continuing  faithful  to  all  church  and  family  services 
here,  until  regularly  transferred  to  some  other  fellowship,  on 
earth  or  in  heaven.  We  will  strive  most  earnestly  for  the 
purity,  peace,  and  prosperity  of  the  flock,  and  will  walk  with 
all  its  members  in  mutual  relief,  and  watchfulness,  and  love. 


ARTICLES. 


7 


ARTICLES, 


I.  — ARTICLES  OF  FAITH. 


1.  OUR  STANDARD. 

We  receive  the  Holy  Bible  as  a  perfect  rule  of  faith  and  practice, 
and  the  only  authority  in  religious  matters,  by  which  all  our  doctrines 
and  procedures  are  to  be  tested,  and  to  which  alone  we  bind  ourselves 
for  final  appeal ;  believing  that  all  scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of 
God,  and  that  it  teaches  the  following  truths  : — 

2.  THE  DEITY. 

That  there  is  but  one  God,  the  Creator,  the  Preserver,  and  the  Gov¬ 
ernor  of  the  universe  ;  a  Being  self-existent  and  immutable,  infinite  in 
power,  wisdom,  justice,  goodness,  mercy,  and  truth. 

3.  THE  TRINITY. 

That  God  is  revealed  as  the  Father,  and  the  Son,  and  the  Holy 
Ghost  ;  and  that  these  three  are  one  God,  and  in  all  divine  attributes 
equal. 

4.  SOVEREIGNTY. 

That  God  worketh  all  things  after  the  council  of  his  own  will,  while  all 
his  works  are  known  unto  God  from  the  beginning  of  the  world  ;  and 
that  the  principles  and  administration  of  his  government  are  perfectly 
holy,  and  just,  and  good. 

5.  DEPRAVITY. 

That  man  was  originally  holy,  but  fell  from  this  happy  state  by  sin¬ 
ning  against  God  ;  that,  in  consequence  of  this  fall,  md,nkind  are  by 
nature  destitute  of  holiness,  being  wholly  inclined  to  sin  and  alienated 
from  God  by  wicked  works  ;  and  that  every  individual  continues  in  this 
state  until  renewed  and  reconciled  through  Christ. 
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6.  EEDEMPTION. 

That  God,  as  an  act  of  mere  mercy,  gave  his  Son  to  die  for  the  sins  of 
the  world  ;  and  that  J esus  Christ,  by  his  obedience,  sufferings,  and  death, 
has  made  an  atonement  sufficient  for  the  redemption  of  all  mankind,  so 
that  reconciliation  and  eternal  life  are  sincerely  offered  to  all,  upon  con¬ 
dition  of  repentance  and  faith  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 

7.  SALTATION. 

That  mankind,  when  left  to  themselves,  do  refuse  to  comply  with  these 
conditions,  to  the  aggravation  of  their  guilt  and  condemnation ;  but  that 
God,  notwithstanding,  did  always  purpose  to  save  from  deserved  ruin 
great  multitudes  of  the  human  race,  through  sanctification  of  the  spirit 
and  belief  of  the  truth. 

8.  REGENERATION. 

That  without  an  inward  renewal  by  the  special  agency  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  no  one  does  truly  repent  and  believe  in  Christ ;  and  that  the 
renewing  spirit  is  bestowed,  not  as  the  reward  of  antecedent  merit  or 
well-doing  on  the  part  of  him  who  receives  it,  but  as  the  free  gift  of 
grace  in  Christ. 

9.  CONVERSION. 

That  the  gift  of  grace  is  ordinarily  so  connected  with  the  use  of  means 
by  the  sinner,  as  to  create  entire  obligation  and  ample  encouragement  to 
attend  upon  these,  and  to  render  all  hope  of  conversion  in  the  neglect  of 
them  most  presumptuous. 

10.  GODLINESS. 

That  the  gospel  requires  such  repentance  for  sin  and  renunciation  of 
the  world,  as  arises  from  supreme  love  to  God  ;  and  such  faith  in  Christ 
and  obedience  to  his  law,  as  includes  an  affectionate  submission  and 
entire  consecration,  with  reliance  upon  him  alone  for  pardon  and  eternal 
life  ;  and  that  those  who  truly  believe,  will  be  kept  by  the  mighty 
power  of  God  through  faith  unto  salvation. 

11.  PROBATION. 

That  in  this  world  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  has  a  visible  kingdom,  whose 
special  ordinances  are  Baptism  and  the  Lord’s  Supper ;  that  into  this 
one  true  Catholic  Church,  believers  and  their  infant  children  are  initiated 
by  baptism,  upon  profession  of  faith  in  Christ,  sustained  by  credible 
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evidence  ;  but  that  none,  except  those  in  regular  standing  under  covenant 
engagements  with  some  particular  church,  are  entitled  as  members  to 
partake  of  the  Lord’s  Supper. 

12.  DESTINY. 

That  there  will  be  a  resurrection  of  the  dead,  both  of  the  just  and  of 
the  unjust ;  that  all  must  stand  before  the  judgment-seat  of  Christ,  and 
receive  a  sentence  of  retribution,  according  to  the  deeds  done  in  the 
body ;  and  that  the  wicked  will  go  into  punishment,  but  the  righteous 
into  life,  both  of  which  will  continue  without  end. 
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II.  — AKTICLES  OF  ORDEK. 


ORGANIZATION. 

1.  Chuech  Basis. — “A  Congregational  Church  is,  by  the  institution 
of  Christ,  a  part  of  the  militant  visible  church,  consisting  of  a  company 
of  ...  .  faithful  persons  ....  united  into  one  body  by  a  holy  cov¬ 
enant  .  ...  to  meet  constantly  together  in  one  congkegation,  for  the 
public  worship  of  God  and  their  mutual  edification.”  Supreme  and 
lordly  power  over  all  the  churches  doth  only  belong  to  Jesus  Christ,  and 
churches  have  not  dominion  one  over  another nor  may  they  “  add,  or 
diminish,  or  alter  anything  ....  of  church  government,  exactly  de¬ 
scribed  in  the  word  of  God.”  * 

2.  Chuech  Fellowship. — The  First  Congregational  Church  of  Ul¬ 
ster  is,  therefore,  a  sacred  brotherhood  of  freedom  and  equality,  subject 
to  no  sect,  or  party,  or  outside  ecclesiastical  authority  ;  but  determining 
all  its  affairs  within  itself,  by  majority  vote  of  the  whole  brotherhood. 
Yet  this  church  claims  no  reckless  independence,  but  will  obtain  the 
counsel  and  advice  of  sister  churches,  in  the  settlement  and  discharge  of 
pastors,  and  other  important  matters ;  and  it  will  fellowship  true 
churches  of  every  name,  joining  in  Christian  union  with  all  who  love  the 
Lord. 

3.  Chuech  Officees. — The  officers  (or  Congregational  Presbytery  f) 
of  this  church  are  all  chosen  from  its  own  members,  and  consist  of  a 
Pastor  (that  is,  a  Congregational  Bishop  %  or  Presiding  Elder),  with 

others,  examining  advisers  (that  is.  Congregational  Elders, f  or 
Assistant  Bishops),  meeting  weekly  in  concert,  and  having  oversight  of 
spiritual  affairs  ;  also  Deacons  j;  (that  is,  helps  ^  and  accountants, 
servers  of  tables^),  who  attend  to  temporal  affairs.  A  majority  of  the 
Elders  are 'necessary  to  a  quorum,  and  they  are  in  session  at  every 
church-meeting  and  concert,  for  preparation  of  business  and  advice  ;  but 
they  can  consummate  nothing  without  the  action  of  the  church. 


*  Taken  from  the  Cambridge  Platform  of  the  New  England  Puritans,  which  is  followed  by 
this  church. 

f  1  Tim.  iv  :  14.  So  the  Cambridge  Platform,  Chap.  X.  “  Of  the  power  of  the  church 
and  its  presbytei-y.” 

J  Phil,  i  :  1.  “  The  Saints  at  Philippi,  with  the  Bishops  and  Deacons.”  Ac.  xiv  :  23. 
“  Elders  in  every  church.” 

1  Cor.  xii  ;  28.  Ac.  vi :  2. 
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SERVICES  AND  MEETINGS. 

4.  Weekly  Concert. — This  church  will  meet  as  a  church  in  concert, 
week  by  week,  for  mutual  fellowship,  prayer,  inquiry,  labor,  and  other 
church  purposes  ;  it  being  expected  of  Christians  and  inquirers,  and  espe¬ 
cially  of  all  members  and  candidates,  as  far  as  possible,  to  engage  in  this 
weekly  confession  of  Christ."^  Concert  alfairs  will  be  conducted  by  those 
of  good  and  approved  standing,  who  thus  regularly  act  as  members  in 
concert ;  but  any  business  affecting  the  church  at  large  may  be  reviewed 
at  a  monthly  meeting. 

5.  Quarterly  Communion. — This  church  will  renew  covenant  and 
celebrate  the  Lord’s  Supper  on  the  first  Lord’s  day  morning  in  March, 
June,  September,  and  December  ;  the  preparatory  services  and  duties 
being  attended  on  the  previous  Friday.  The  corrected  roll  of  com¬ 
municants  then  presented  by  the  Elders,  will  include  all  members  in 
regular  standing,  both  in  concert  and  at  large  ;  together  with  visitors 
who  exhibit  the  proper  certificate. 

• 

6.  Anniversary  Service. — On  the  second  or  third  Sunday  of  May  is 
the  anniversary  of  the  church,  when  the  various  matters  of  general  inter¬ 
est  from  difPerent  departments  of  service,  in  church  and  society,  may  be 
publicly  reported,  and  a  new  impulse  sought  for  future  activity.  Special 
meetings  of  the  church  may  be  called  at  any  time  by  the  church  pres¬ 
bytery,  previous  notice  being  given  on  Sunday. 

7.  Monthly  Meeting. — This  church  will  hold  a  general  church  meet¬ 
ing,  for  Christian  conference,  prayer,  and  business,  at  the  close  of  every 
month  ;  it  being  considered  the  duty  of  all  members  (and  candidates) , 
except  such  as  may  be  .exempted  by  the  church,  to  attend.  At  these 
meetings,  any  proper  church  business  may  be  introduced,  or  finally  dis¬ 
posed  of,  as  occasion  requires. 

8.  Annual  Meeting. — The  monthly  church  meeting  at  the  close  of 

April  shall  be  an  Annual  Meeting,  when,  after  approval  of  the  church 
minutes  (including  an  account  of  society  meetings,  also  kept  by  the 
Register) ,  the  Church  Presbytery,  as  well  as  each  officer  composing  it, 
shall  present  their  annual  reports  ;  after  which  Elder  and  Deacon 
shall  each  year  be  elected  by  ballot,  to  serve  for  years  ;  and  the 

necessary  exemptions  or  testimonials  of  members  may  be  voted  for  the 
year  ;  to  be  followed  by  any  other  business. 


*  Matt,  xviii  :  15-20.  Ac.  ii  :  42-47,  and  x.x  ;  7.  1  Cor.  xiv  ;  26.  Mai.  iii  ;  16,  17. 

Rom.  X  ;  10.  .John  viii  :  31.  Eph.  v  ;  21. 


LABORS  AI^  BENEFITS. 


9.  Departments. — After  each  annual  meeting,  the  church  in  concert, 
or  its  Presbytery,  shall  decide  and  announce  which  of  the  Elders  respect¬ 
ively  is  to  have  an  oversight  of  the  Instruction  Department,  of  the 
A^isitation  Department,  and  of  the  Benevolent  Department  of  labor  ;  and 
which  of  the  Deacons  respectively  is  to  serve  as  Register  of  Records,  as 
Steward  of  Expenses,  and  as  Agent  of  Charities.  They  may  also  ap¬ 
point,  if  necessary,  a  Sunday  School  Superintendent,  a  Scribe,  or  other 
assistant  to  any  officer  ;  and  may  make  all  needful  regulations  for  the 
different  departments  and  modes  of  usefulness. 

10.  Active  Service. — It  is  expected  of  church  members  and  Christian 
disciples  to  engage  in  weekly  labors  of  piety,  as  well  as  in  the  weekly 
support  of  the '  gospel,  and  the  weekly  confession  of  Christ  in  concert 
with  his  church  ;  sharing  personally  in  active  Christian  service,  and  pur¬ 
suing  some  Avork  of  instruction,  visitation,  or  benevolence,  according  to 
talent,  as  may  be  mutually  arranged,  under  superintendence  of  the  Elders 
assigned  to  these  several  departmehts. 

11.  Systematic  Beneficence. — In  order  to  promote  liberal,  uniform, 
and  systematic  beneficence,  for  the  support  of  the  church  and  the  spread 
of  the  gospel,  attention  is  called  to  the  apostolic  injunction  (1  Cor.  xvi.  : 
2),  requiring  that  “upon  the  first  day  of  the  week,”  or  at  other  stated 
times,  “  every  one  ”  should  honestly  estimate  the  value  of-  his  possessions 
and  current  livelihood,  according  “  as  God  hath  prospered  him  and 
therefrom  should  “  lay  by  him  in  store,”  and  contribute  to  the  gospel 
treasury,  for  religious  and  benevolent  uses,  some  regular  proportion,'sueh 
as  Christian  equality,  mutual  obligation  or  agreement,  and  the  claims  of 
Christ’s  kingdom  require. 

12.  Collections.— Every  member  is  expeetedto  eontribute  Amluutarily 
and  punctually,  before  the  close  of  each  quarter,  his,  proportion  for  the 
support  of  the  church  ;  and  to  this  end,  the  Deacons  shall  estimate, 
beforehand,  the  expenses  and  the  subseriptions  needed  ;  and  they  shall 
see  (especially  the  Steward)  that  the  moneys  are  punctually  obtained 
and  paid  over  where  they  are  due.  Collections  shall  be  taken  up  on  the 
first  Sunday  of  every  month,  for  the  aid  of  missions,  or  other  benevolent 
objeets  designated  by  the  church,  or  its  Presbytery,  or  the  individual 
donors  ;  and  collections  shall  be  taken  on  no  other  days  Avithout  their 
direction.  But  a  Church  Poor  Fund  shall  be  maintained,  from  Avhich 
the  Deacons  may  assist  needy  members,  while  ministering  to  the  sick  and 
bereaved,  in  watchings,  funerals,  and  other  methods  of  relief. 
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ENTRANCE. 

13.  Initiates. — Infant  Baptism  will  ordinarily  be  administered  in 
public,  on  the  Sunday  after  each  communion  season  ;  parents  being  re¬ 
quired  to  give  a  previous  notice  of  at  least  two  weeks.  And  the  services 
of  that  or  some  other  quarterly  occasion,  will  have  special  reference  to 
the  baptized  children  of  the  church,  who  may  be  collected  for  the  pur¬ 
pose,  and  addressed  from  the  pulpit.  The  Church  Register  shall  keep  a 
corrected  list  of  all  these  initiates  of  the  church,  including  all  baptized 
children  of  its  members,  and  all  other  baptized  persons  who  may  thus 
enrol  themselves,  under  the  nurture  and  watch-care  of  the  church. 

14.  Candidates. — All  applications  for  membership  (as  well  as  dis¬ 
mission)  must  be  made  to  the  Pastor  and  Elders  ;  and  after  open  exam¬ 
ination  and  approval  by  them,  any  person  who  presents  a  suitable  cer¬ 
tificate,  or  who  makes  public  profession  of  faith,  by  receiving  baptism  or 
confirming  the  baptism  already  received,  will  be  forthwith  propounded 
from  the  pulpit  upon  the  Lord’s  day,  as  a  candidate  for  full  church  mem¬ 
bership. 

15.  Members. — When  any  person  has  for  at  least  three  months  en¬ 
gaged,  so  far  as  possible,  in  labor,  contribution,  and  attendance,  in  con¬ 
cert  with  this  church,  and  has  been  propounded  without  complaint  for  at 
least  one  Sabbath,  or  upon  new  profession  for  a  longer  and  sufficient 
time,  the  Elders  may  then  report  a  recommendation  to  good  and  approv¬ 
ed  standing  ;  and  the  church,  after  satisfying  itself,  will  proceed  by  ballot, 
either  to  invite  or  permit  a  reception,  according  to  the  merits  of  the  case. 

16.  Covenant. — All  members  invited  shall  be  admitted  publicly  by 
an  act  of  covenant,  their  names  being  also  signed  to  the  written  covenant, 
and  the  church  rising  in  token  of  unanimous  acceptance  and  obligation. 
All  who  live  in  habitual  neglect  of  church  duties,  do  thus  virtually  sus¬ 
pend  themselves  from  church  privileges,  and  may  be  so  declared  by  vote 
of  the  church  ;  but  no  member  can  be  discharged  from  his  covenant 
obligations  except  by  death,  by  orderly  transfer,  or  by  excommunication. 

DEPARTURE. 

17.  Absence. — Any  member  when  about  to  leave  the  church  for  six 
months  or  more,  shall  seasonably  notify  the  Elders,  who  (unless  when  en¬ 
tering  a  complaint)  shall  publicly  notify  the  church  that  a  letter  is  need¬ 
ed.  And  if  within  three  days  they  receive  no  complaint  or  ground  for 
delay,  they  may  issue,  through  the  Pastor  (or  Register) ,  a  certificate  of 

regular  standing”  for  one  year. 
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18.  Eemoval. — If  the  member  is  to  continue  away,  or  if  he  requests 
church  action,  the  Elders  may  report  to  the  next  meeting,  either  a  simple 
'permission  to  leave  in  ‘‘  regular  standing,”  or  a  recommendation  of  “  good 
and  approved  standing,”  according  as  the  member  has  or  has  not  render¬ 
ed  satisfactory  account  and  service  ;  whereupon  the  church  will  proceed 
by  ballot  to  grant  the  one  or  the  other  for  one  year,  according  to  the 
merits  of  the  case. 

19.  Tkansfer. — The  member  shall  then  be  directed  by  open  vote  to  a 
particular  church  specified ;  or  else  afterward,  when  ofQcial  notice  is  re¬ 
ceived  of  his  reception  to  another  church  within  the  year,  he  may  be  by 
open  vote  discharged.  And  not  until  such  a  notice  is  received,  and  a 
discharge  thereupon  published,  shall  any  nahie  be  removed  from  the  roll 
of  members  by  the  Register  of  the  church. 

20.  Delay. — Any  member  may  at  any  time  obtain,  upon  request,  a 
certificate  of  standing  or  a  letter  of  transfer,  in  the  manner  before  de¬ 
scribed.  But  upon  application  of  any  other  person  to  the  Elders,  they 
shall  delay  action  upon  any  case  (whether  of  transfer  or  of  admission), 
until  there  has  been  opportunity  for  private  labor  ;  meanwhile  themselves 
communicating  the  reason  of  delay. 

DISCIPLINE. 

21.  Labor. — No  member  can  be  deprived  of  church  privileges  except 
by  regular  process ;  neither  may  any  process  or  decision  be  unnecessarily 
prolonged  or  delayed.  No  matter  of  discipline,  whether  rumor,  doubt, 
or  complaint  against  a  member  or  a  candidate,  shall  be  ‘  told  to  the 
church,’  until  after  the  previous  steps  enjoined  by  Christ  (in  Matt,  xviii.), 
and  then  only  through  the  Elders,  or  by  appeal  from  them  ;  nor  shall 
they  entertain  any  such  matter,  without  previous  private  labor. 

22.  Process. — All  acts  of  public  delinquency  toward  the  church  itself, 
will  be  considered  as  asserted  by  the  church  in  its  vote  receiving  such  a 
complaint.  But  no  other  fact  can  be  asserted,  except  by  a  subsequent 
vote  of  the  church,  after  furnishing  a  copy  of  the  complaint,  with  ample 
opportunity  for  defense,  and  after  obtaining  either  suitable  proof,  or  con¬ 
fession  tacit  or  express. 

23.  Standing. — The  assertion  of  the  facts  by  the  church  includes  a 
suspension  from  church  privileges,  until  the  case  can  be  satisfactorily  ad¬ 
justed.  But  no  further  penalty  shall  be  imposed  until  after  additional 
labor  and  opportunity  for  explanation  or  apology.  The  standing  of  all 
members  until  suspended  by  vote,  is  “  regular  ;”  but  it  is  certified  as 
“  good  and  approved  ”  only  for  one  year  after  a  special  vote  to  that  effect. 
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24.  Excommunication. — The  names  of  all  members  under  suspension 
shall  be  marked,  numbered,  and  reported  by  themselves  as  “  absent  ”  or 
in  suspense.  And  such  members,  after  a  persistent  neglect  to  “  hear  the 
church  ”  and  its  admonitions,  will  be  finally  and  publicly  excluded  from 
membership,  and  can  not  again  be  received  except  after  a  new  profession. 
No  member  may  rightly  excommunicate  himself,  or  be  kept  from  the 
Lord’s  Supper  or  other  duties,  by  reason  of  alienation  ;  but  each  one  is 
bound  to  adjust  immediately  his  own  complaints,  according  to  the  rule  of 
Christ  (Matt,  xviii.  :  15-11). 

25.  Delinquency. — While  any  member  is  failing  to  render  satisfactory 
account  and  service,  either  by  neglect  to  secure  or  renew  his  certificate, 
or  by  neglect  of  dues,  duties,  or  attendance  with  the  church,  he  will  be 
considered  in  no  higher  than  regular  standing,  and  can  not,  without  satis¬ 
faction  rendered,  receive  any  higher  certificate.  If  any  member  continues 
thus  delinquent  or  self-suspended  for  one  year,  or  unreported  for  a  year 
after  his  certificate  has  expired,  the  Elders,  after  private  labor,  shall 
“tell  it  to  the  church,”  and  obtain  their  action  (Art.  22). 

2G.  Scandal. — In  every  such  case  of  delinquency  continued  for  six 
months,  as  well  as  in  all  cases  of  public  scandal  or  evil  rumor  concerning 
a  member,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  and  any  of  the  Elders  to  pursue 
private  labor  immediately,  as  for  breach  of  covenant  or  desertion  ;  and 
if  the  person  be  far  away,  then  a  failure  after  sufficient  time  to  answer 
written  suggestions,  communicated  as  directly  as  possible,  will  verify  a 
“  neglect  to  hear,”  fulfilling  thus  the  private  steps  of  labor. 

INTERCOURSE. 

27.  Yisitors. — All  evangelical  church  members  in  regular  standing 
are  cordially  invited  to  commune  with  this  church,  the  first  time  without 
introduction,  and  then,  upon  presenting  their  certificate  of  standing,  to 
commune  for  one  year  from  its  commencement,  and  no  longer,  unless  for 
special  reasons,  by  a  unanimous  suspension  of  this  rule. 

28.  Certificates. — No  certificate  of  over  one  year’s  standing,  whether 
given  or  received,  will  be  acknowledged  by  this  church  as  valid,  except 
for  special  reasons  by  a  unanimous  suspension  of  this  rule.  But  if  any 
member  of  another  church  gives  satisfaction  concerning  his  delinquency 
or  his  Christian  w^alk,  this  church  will  testify  thereto,  in  order  to  the  ob¬ 
taining  of  a  new  or  suitable  certificate. 

29.  Correspondence. — It  is  the  duty  of  the  Register,  whenever  any 
certificate  is  accepted  or  refused  by  this  church,  to  notify  accordingly 
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the  church  from  which  it  comes  ;  and  also,  whenever  instructed  by  the 
Elders,  concerning  any  person  who  claims  membership  in  another  church, 
from  which  he  has  been  long  away,  he  shall  notify  that  church  of  the 
case. 

30.  Amendment. — Neither  the  Covenant,  nor  any  of  the  Articles, 
whether  of  Faith,  of  Order,  or  of  Union,  shall  be  altered  without  a  vote 
at  two  regular  meetings,  at  least  three  months  apart,  the  last  preceded 
by  a  public  notice  of  the  change.  This  church,  discarding  all  mixture  of 
church  and  state,  adopts  the  following 
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III.  — ARTICLES  OF  UNION 

WITH  THE  CONGREGATION  AND  CIVIL  COMMUNITY  AS  A  CHURCH  SOCIETY. 


1.  Basis. — A  Congregational  Churcli  is  a  cliristian  company,  compos¬ 
ed  of  professed  disciples  in  personal  covenant  with  that  kingdom  which 
is  not  of  this  world ;  disclaiming  all  civil  power  and  coercive  authority, 
and  advancing  religious  interests  only  by  spiritual  and  voluntary  means. 
But  a  Congregational  Church  Society  (or  Parish)  is  a  civil  community, 
the  original  element  of  a  Christian  commonwealth,  comprising  the  mem¬ 
bers  and  associates  of  a  church,  united  for  the  legal  enforcement  of  moral 
and  secular  rights. 

2.  Associates. — The  First  Congregational  Church  Society  of  Ulster 
shall  be  composed  of  all  the  members  of  this  church,  together  with  all 
who  may  be  enrolled  as  its  associates,  by  baptism,  or  by  attendance  and 
contribution.  But  none  are  legal  voters,  except  male  adults,  who,  for  at 
least  one  year,  have  attended  with  the  congregation  ;  and  have  paid 
quarterly  into  the  treasury  their  fair  proportion  toward  its  support,  to 
the  satisfaction  of  this  church  society. 

3.  Directors. — The  religious  care  of  this  body  shall  be  committed  to 
the  Pastor  of  the  church,  elected  also  by  this  society  as  its  Teacher,  and 
contracted  with  by  the.  Trustees  upon  such  terms  as  may  be  voted  by  the 
body.  The  legal  power  shall  be  vested  in  a  Board  of  six  Trustees,  two 
of  whom  shall  be  elected  annually,  to  commence  their  service  on  the  first 
of  June.  Their  proper  title  shall  be,  “The  Trustees  of  the  First  Con¬ 
gregational  Church  (Society),  of  Ulster,  in  Saugerties,  IS".  Y. and 
they  shall  at  all  times  be  subject  to  these  Articles,  and  to  any  instruc¬ 
tions  lawfully  given  in  society  meeting. 

4.  Arrangements. — The  Trustees,  with  consent  of  the  society,  will  ap¬ 
point  a  Sexton,  provide  for  the  wants  of  the  congregation,  and  make  all 
needful  secular  arrangements  and  regulations.  But  the  church,  through 
its  officers,  will  have  charge  of  the  music  and  other  matters  of  worship, 
and  will  secure  supplies  for  the  pulpit  when  there  is  no  minister  ;  all  the 
necessary  contracts  and  settlements  being  made  by  the  Trustees. 
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5.  Accounts. — The  Trustees  will  appoint  a  Chairman,  a  Clerk,  a 
Treasurer,  and  a  Collector,  who  will  also  serve  for  the  society.  The 
Clerk  shall  keep  a  full  and  accurate  record  of  all  the  doings  of  the 
society,  as  well  as  of  the  Trustees,  furnishing  copies  to  the  Church  Reg¬ 
ister  when  desired ;  he  shall  also  keep  a  careful  list  of  the  legal  voters. 
The  full  roll  of  members  and  associates,  by  baptism  as  well  as  by  attend¬ 
ance  and  contributions,  will  be  reported  in  public  by  the  Pastor,  as  the 
joint  officer  of  both  church  and  society. 

6.  Meetings. — There  shall  annually  be  held  a  legal  society  meeting, 
on  the  third  Monday  of  May,  at  two  o’clock,  p.m.  Special  society 
meetings  may  be  called  by  the  Trustees  at  any  time,  and  shall  be  so 
called  upon  the  written  request  of  any  six  legal  voters.  But  all  meetings 
must  be  published  to  the  congregation  at  large  on  the  preceding  Sun¬ 
day,  or  longer  when  the  law  so  directs. 

7.  Business. — The  business  of  the  Annual  Meeting  shall  be  :  to  hear 
and  act  upon  the  society’s  minutes  and  the  Trustees’  proceedings  for 
the  year ;  the  reports  of  the  Treasurer,  the  arrears  of  the  Collector,  and 
the  corrected  voting  list  of  the  Clerk  ;  after  which  shall  follow  the  elec¬ 
tion  of  Trustees,  and  any  other  business. 

8.  Receipts. — Every  member  and  associate  is  expected  to  hand  in  his 
quarterly  payments  voluntarily  to  a  deacon  of  the  church,  or  the  Treas¬ 
urer  of  the  society,  on  or  before  the  20th  of  June,  September,  Decem¬ 
ber,  and  March  ;  and  notice  to  that  effect  shall  each  time  be  duly  pub¬ 
lished  beforehand.  All  not  received  by  that  time,  shall  be  immediately 
called  for  by  the  Collector,  who  shall  receive,  for  all  obtained  through 
his  means  before  the  close  of  the  month,  such  rate  of  compensation  as 
the  Trustees  may  agree. 

9.  Payments. — The  Collector  (as  well  as  the  church  Steward)  shall, 
upon  the  last  day  of  June,  September,  December,  and  March,  settle  with 
the  Treasurer  ;  and  he,  upon  the  following  day,  namely,  the  first  of  July, 
October,  January,  and  April,  is  to  pay  to  those  employed  by  the  society, 
their  respective  salaries,  according  to  contract,  “  regularly  in  quarterly 
installments ;  ”  he  being  authorized  to  hire  money  when  necessary  for  that 
purpose,  on  the  society’s  account.  But  no  money  shall  be  paid  out  by 
the  Treasurer,  except  at  the  order  of  the  Trustees. 

10.  Assessments. — The  pews  in  the  Church  House*  may  be  assessed 


*  “  Tov  rrjs  eKxXT]aias  oixov.'^  Apud  Eusebiwn.  Lib.  vii.  Cap. 
30.  p.  282.  So  called  two  hundred  and  fifty  years  after  Christ.  See  the 
Primitive  Church,”  London,  1713. 


liRTICLES, 


19 


for  the  improvement  of  the  premises,  or  for  the  current  expenses  when 
not  otherwise  provided  for  ;  but,  not  in  any  one  year  to  exceed  seven  per 
cent,  on  the  original  valuation  of  pews  paid  for,  or  fourteen  per  cent,  on 
others,  except  in  accordance  with  Article  12.  And  no  individual  shall 
be  made,  by  such  assessment,  to  pay  more  than  his  just  proportion  of  the 
expense  (comparing  his  ability  with  that  of  the  society  in  general,  and 
giving  due  credit  for  the  annual  value  of  moneys  advanced) ;  neither 
shall  any  persons  or  families,  while  paying  thus  much,  be  left  without 
suitable  assigned  seats  in  the  House  of  God. 

11.  Restrictions. — No  ecclesiastical  or  other  business  belonging 
strictly  to  the  church,  and  in  fact  no  matter  not  calculated  to  benefit  the 
church,  shall  be  undertaken  by  the  society.  No  settlement  or  change 
of  ministry,  and  no  alteration  of  these  Articles  of  Union,  and  no  other 
like  matter  affecting  both  church  and  society,  shall  be  consummated 
without  a  separate  concurrent  vote  of  each ;  the  church  always  acting 
first  in  the  giving  of  a  call. 

12.  Alterations. — No  alteration  shall  be  made  in  these  Articles  of 
Union,  no  settlement  or  change  of  the  ministry,  and  no  erection  or  re¬ 
pair,  no  purchase  or  sale  of  church  edifice,  parsonage,  or  other  property, 
amounting  to  one  hundred  dollars,  without  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  legal 
voters  present  in  society  meeting,  after  a  previous  notice  of  the  particu¬ 
lar  business  on  two  successive  Sundays,  as  legally  required  in  the  election 
of  Trustees. 
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I.  — BAPTISM  OF  INFANTS, 

UPON  PARENTAL  FAITH. 

[After  the  first  singing,  “  See  Israel’s  gentle  shepherd  stands,”  or  the 
like,  proceed  thus :] 

Let  us  now  attend  to  the  ordinance  of  Baptism. 

“  Go  ye  and  teach  all  nations,  baptizing  them  into  the  name  of  the 
Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost.”  Such  is  our  great 
commission.  Nations,  communities,  and  families,  must  not  only  be  evan¬ 
gelized,  but  also  baptized.  When  parents  have  themselves  entered  into 
covenant  with  the  Christian  church,  they  wish  to  have  their  children  also 
recognized  as  lambs  within  the  fold.  And  their  children  are  entitled  to 
a  place  among  us  ;  for  we  are  taught  through  David,  “  God  will  save 
Zion,  the  seed,  also,  of  his  servants  shall  inherit  it”  This  is  the  children’s 
birth-right,  heaven-granted,  and  not  to  be  denied.  This  right  of  inheri¬ 
tance  in  the  church,  belonging  by  birth  to  the  offspring  of  the  church, 
is  reiterated  and  confirmed  in  the  New  Testament  of  Christ.  For  the 
Apostle  Peter,  upon  the  day  of  Pentecost,  addressing  Christian  believers, 
in  view  of  that  ancient  promise,  said,  ‘‘  The  promise  is  unto  you  and  to 
your  children.”  And  so,  beloved,  are  we,  if  faithful,  made  sharers  in 
that  perpetual  covenant,  Avhich  was  begun  in  Abraham,  ilrQ  father  of  the 
faithful, — “  I  will  establish  my  covenant  between  me  and  thee,  and  thy 
seed  after  thee,  in  their  generations,  for  an  everlasting  covenant,  to  be  a 
God  to  thee,  and  to  thy  seed  after  thee.”  The  seal  of  that  covenant  is 
now  baptism,  as  it  was  once  circumcision,  for  all  the  inheritors  of  Zion. 
And  so,  Paul  “  baptized  the  household  of  Stephanas,”  and  Lydia  was 
baptized  with  all  her  household,”  thus  leaving  no  longer  “  the  children 
unclean,”  but  purified  ‘‘  with  the  church  in  the  house.” 

Th[os]e  Christian  parent  [s] ,  therefore,  who  ha[ve]  so  signified,  will  now 
present  [their]  infant  [s]  for  the  holy  rite.  [At  the  font  proceed  :] 

Christian  parent  [s],  you  here  present  yoursel[ves]  with  the  child  [ren] 
whom  God  has  given  you,  to  consecrate  [them]  publicly  to  the  Lord. 
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Since  you  profess  to  be  yoursel[ves]  sincere  disciple  [s]  of  Christ,  being' 
“  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,”  you  desire  the  same  blessing  for  your 
little  one[s]. 

These  children,  like  all  the  human  family,  are  depraved,  and  “  must 
be  born  again  ”  in  order  to  enter  heaven.  Although  as  yet  unable  to 
exhibit  visible  faith,  yet  infinite  grace  can  renew  their  souls,  and  fit  them 
for  faith  and  for  glory.  For  Jesus  hath  taken  little  children  in  his  arms, 
and  blessed  them,  saying,  ‘‘  Of  such  is  the  kingdom  of  heaven.” 

“Beloved,  except  a  man  be  born  of  water  and  of  the  Spirit,  he  can  not 
enter  into  the  kingdom  of  heaven.”  Th[ese]  child [ren  are]  now  to  be 
born  of  water,  with  the  hope  and  prayer  that  [they]  may  also  be  born  of 
the  Spirit ;  so  may  [they]  inherit  the  heavenly  Zion,  as  [they]  do  the  Zion 
on  earth.  “  Believe,  and  be  baptized.”  Parent [s],  you  believe;  there¬ 
fore  are  you,  with  your  infant — a  part  of  you,  baptized.  “  Suffer  the 
little  children  to  come  unto  me,  and  forbid  them  not.” 

N  ow,  therefore,  ministering  in  the  Master’s  stead,  upon  profession  of 
thy  parent’s  faith,  M.  “  I  baptize  thee,”  etc.  Let  us  pray. 

Th[ese]  child  [ren  are]  now  given  to  the  Lord.  If  He  should  take  [them] 
away,  you  will  feel  that  He  hath  taken  only  what  was  His  own.  [They] 
belong  now  to  the  church,  who  will  feel  for  [them]  a  tender  interest,  and 
will  care  for  [them]  should  you  be  taken  away.  Receive,  then,  th  [ese] 
child  [ren],  as  lent  you  by  the  Lord ;  and  bring  [them]  up  for  Him.  So 
shall  you  have  an  abundant  reward.  Amen.  [Pulpit  prayer.] 
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II.— BAPTISM  OF  ADULTS 

UPON  PEESONAL  FAITH. 

[After  the  first  singing,  “  People  of  the  living  God,”  or  the  like,  pro¬ 
ceed  thus  :] 

Let  us  now  attend  to  the  ordinance  of  Baptism. 

“  Go  ye  and  teach  all  nations  ...  he  that  believeth  and  is  baptized 
shall  be  saved.”  “  I  will  sprinkle  clean  water  upon  you,  and  ye  shall  be 
clean  ;  a  new  heart  also  will  I  give  you,  and  a  new  spirit  will  I  put 
within  you,”  saith  the  Lord.  “  So  shall  he  sprinkle  many  nations.”  “  For, 
according  to  his  mercy  he  saved  us,  by  the  washing  of  regeneration,  and 
renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost.”  “  I  indeed  baptize  you  with  water,  but  He 
shall  baptize  you  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  and  with  fire.”  “  Let  us,  there¬ 
fore,  draw  near  with  a  true  heart,  in  full  assurance  of  faith,  having  our 
hearts  sprinkled  from  an  evil  conscience,  and  our  bodies  washed  with 
pure  water.”  And  now,  why  tarriest  thou  ?  “Arise  and  be  baptized, 
and  wash  away  thy  sins,  calling  on  the  name  of  the  Lord.” 

Th[os]e  who  ha[ve]  so  signified  will  now  present  themselves  for  the 
holy  rite.  [At  the  font  proceed  :] 

Dear  friend  [s],  you  have  anxiously  inquired,  “What  shall  I  do  to  be 
saved  ?  ”  The  answer  is,  “  Repent  and  be  baptized,  every  one  of  you,  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ,  for  the  remission  of  sins,  and  ye  shall  receive 
the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost.”  While  each  endeavors  to  repent,  “  see 
here  is  water  ;  what  doth  hinder  thee  to  be  baptized  ?  If  thou  believest 
with  all  thy  heart  thou  mayest.”  “  Do  you  believe  that  Jesus  Christ  is 
the  Son  of  God?”  “Do  you  renounce  the  world  to  be  a  disciple  of 
Jesus  ;  and  do  you  purpose  henceforth  to  seek  and  serve  the  Lord  ?  ” 
“  How  then  can  any  man  forbid  water,  that  th[ese]  should  not  be  bap¬ 
tized,  who  ha[ve]  (we  trust)  received  the  Holy  Ghost,  even  as  we  ?  ” 

How,  therefore,  ministering  for  Christ,  and  upon  profession  of  thy 
faith,  “  I  baptize  thee,  H.  into  the  name,”  etc. 

You  will  continue  to  stand  while  we  further  proceed,  [From  the 
pulpit.]  Let  us  now  attend  to  a  public 
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III.  — PROFESSION  OF  FAITH, 

IN  CONFIRMATION  OF  BAPTISM. 

“  Thy  Yows,  0  God,  are  upon  me ;  and  unto  thee  shall  the  vow  be  per¬ 
formed.”  “  Of  Zion,  it  shall  be  said.  This  and  that  man  was  born  in  her.” 
“  Instead  of  the  fathers  shall  be  the  children  ;  with  gladness  and  rejoicing 
shall  they  be  brought.”  “  What,  my  son,  and  what,  my  [daughter] ,  and 
what,  the  son  of  my  vows  ?  ”  “  Know  thou  the  God  of  thy  fathers,  and 
serve  Him  with  a  perfect  heart,  and  with  a  willing  mind.”  “  Who,  then, 
is  willing  to  consecrate  his  service  this  day  unto  the  Lord  ?  ”  “  Let  him 
arise  and  stand  before  the  Lord.” 

Baptized  converts,  who  have  so  signified,  will  now  rise  in  their  seats. 

Professing  to  have  been  already  baptized  [in  infancy],  you,  M.  and  N . 
desire  now  to  ratify  and  confirm  that  solemn  act,  assuming  for  yourselves 
the  vows  that  then  were  offered  [by  Christian  parents  for  you] . 

Dear  friends,  you  [all]  stand  before  us  in  the  profession  of  baptism,  as 
the  repenting,  believing,  obeying  disciples  of  Christ.  You  profess  to 
hope  in  the  mercy  of  the  Redeemer  as  revealed  to  your  soul  by  personal 
experience,  trusting  that  you  have  been  born  again  of  the  Spirit,  and 
have  received  the  pardon  of  your  sins  through  faith.  You  expect  to 
walk  with  God’s  people,  in  continual  concert,  contributions,  and  duties  ; 
and  if,  after  suitable  probation,  no  just  objection  is  found  against,  your 
Christian  profession  and  practice,  you  hope  to  be  received  into  the  full 
fellowship  of  saints,  as  covenant  members  of  the  body  of  Christ.  Now, 
then,  in  view  of  this  public  confession  of  Christ,  by  direction  received 
from  the  elders  of  this  church,  I  hereby  propound  M.  P.  and  N.  R.,  as 
candidates  for  full  church  membership. 

(Mr.  A.  B.  and  C.  D.,  bringing  letters  from  the - church,  in - , 

are,  by  direction  of  the  elders,  hereby  proposed  for  membership  in  this 
church.) 

Beloved,  you  have  put  your  hand  to  the  plow,  and  you  can  not  look 
back.  Henceforth,  the  eyes  of  all  will  be  upon  you.  Be  ye  faithful  unto 
death,  and  He  will  give  you  a  crown  of  life. 

[Next  follows  the  usual  prayer.] 
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iy._ACT  OF  COYENANT. 


[After  discourse,  reading  of  articles,  and  prayer,  proceed  as  follows :] 

Let  us  attend  to  the  solemn  act  of  covenant. 

“  Go  ye  and  teach  all  nations.”  “  One  shall  say,  I  am  the  Lord’s  ;  and 
another  shall  call  himself  by  the  name  of  Jacob  ;  and  another  shall  sub¬ 
scribe  with  his  hand  unto  the  Lord,  and  surname  himself  by  the  name  of 
Israel,”  and  “  set  to  his  seal  that  God  is  true.""  “  They  shall  ask  the  way 
to  Zion,  with  their  faces  thitherward,  saying,  come,  and  let  us  join  our¬ 
selves  to  the  Lord  in  a  perpetual  covenant  that  shall  not  be  forgotten  ;” 
“  come  with  us,  and  we  will  do  you  good.” 

The  following  persons  have  been  duly  examined,  propounded,  and  in¬ 
vited  by  this  church  to  membership,  (and  have  subscribed  its  covenant 

obligations :)  Upon  profession, - -  and - ;  by  letter, - and - . 

AVhile  we  sing,  they  will  present  themselves  before  the 'sacramental  table. 
Hymn  573.  Conn.  Coll.  2  verses. 

“  oil,  happy  day,  that  fixed  my  choice.” — [Rockingham.] 

“  While  to  his  table  now  I  move.” — [Arriving  there,  proceed.] 

Beloved  friends  The  influence  of  the  act  which  you  now  perform, 
will  be  as  lasting  as  your  existence.  The  vows  already  made  in  secret, 
and  confessed  in  public,  you  now  ratify  and  renew.  Within  these  walls 
which  have  been  dedicated  to  God  ;  in  the  presence  of  these  witnesses, 
and  of  those  viewless  spirits,  who,  we  trust,  have  rejoiced  over  your  re¬ 
newal  ;  for  the  sake  of  Him  who  died  that  you  might  live,  and  beneath 
the  gaze  of  Him,  whose  eye  searcheth  the  heart ;  you  are  here  to  enter 
communion  with  this  branch  of  His  visible  kingdom.  This,  therefore,  is 
a  scene  that  will  recur  to  you,  when  you  stand  before  Him  in  the  judg¬ 
ment  day.  It  is  a  scene  to  which  you  will  often  revert,  from  the  far 
ages  of  eternity.  In  God,  let  your  trust  be  placed.  With  all  your  own 
strength,  devoting  yourselves  to  Christ,  seek  also  the  assistance  of  his 
abounding  grace.  So  shall  your  life  on  earth  be  blessed  in  him,  and  so 
in  heaven  shall  you  behold  his  glory. 

Here,  then,  amid  this  visible  and  that  unseen  presence,  unite  with  us, 
while  we  shall  now  enggge  in  our  mutual  act  of  covenant.  The  church 
will  rise. 
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[Descending  from  the  pulpit,  read  the  covenant.] 

Thus  do  we  all  renew  our  vows.  Do  you  who  stand  before  us,  thus 
freely  and  unreservedly  give  yourselves  to  Christ  and  to  this  Church  ? 

Here,  then,  do  we,  the  members  of  this  church,  receive  you  most  affec¬ 
tionately  to  our  brotherhood  and  communion.  In  token  of  which,  I  ex¬ 
tend  to  you  [each]  this  right  hand  of  our  fellowship,  this  pledge  of  our 
love.  We  joyfully  promise,  on  our  part,  to  be  with  you  in  our  sym¬ 
pathies  ;  to  remember  you  in  our  prayers  ;  to  dwell  with  you  in  kind¬ 
ness  ;  to  seek  advice  and  strength  from  you ;  and  to  give  you  in  return 
the  aid  and  counsel  you  may  ask  ;  in  a  word,  so  far  as  in  us  lies,  to  seek 
your  growth  in  grace,  your  constant  experience  of  Christian  joy,  and  your 
perfect  preparedness  for  the  heavenly  home. 

We  welcome  you  to  this  fellowship  with  us  in  the  blessings  of  the  gos¬ 
pel  ;  to  these  sacred  services  in  which  we  meet  our  Lord  ;  and  to  these 
places  of  prayer  where  we  commune  with  him.  We  bid  you  welcome  to 
the  sympathy  of  kindred  spirits,  and  to  this  feast  of  love  which  brings  to 
our  hearts  the  memory  of  our  crucified  Redeemer.  Welcome  with  us  to 
the  toils  and  the  triumphs  of  our  earthly  pilgrimage  ;  and  welcome, 
thrice  welcome  in  heaven,  to  the  golden  harp  gnd  tfie  mifading  crown ! 
Amen. 

You  will  now  take  seats  with  the  church.  [Sing  v.  3.] 

’Tis  done  !  the  great  transaction’s  done  !”  etc. 
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y.— THE  LORD’S  SUPPER. 

[If  no  members  are  received,  proceed  with  the  renewal  of  covenant  as 
before.  Then  say :] 

Let  us  now  attend  to  the  ordinance  of  the  Lord’s  Supper.  Evangelical 
church  members,  in  good  and  regular  standing,  who  may  be  providen¬ 
tially  present,  are  invited  to  sit  and  partake  with  us  to-day.  All  mem¬ 
bers  and  communicants  will  now  take  seats  in  the  forward  pews,  while 
we  are  singing,  [ver.  4.] 

“  High  heaven,  that  heard  my  solemn  yoav,’’  etc. 

“  On  the  first  day  of  the  week,  the  disciples  came  together  to  break 
bread.  And  they  continued  steadfastly  in  the  Apostle’s  doctrine  and  fel¬ 
lowship,  and  in  breaking  of  bread,  and  in  prayers.  When  ye  come  to¬ 
gether,  therefore,  into  one  place,  is  it  not  to  eat  the  Lord’s  Supper.  The 
cup  of  blessing  which  we  bless,  is  it  not  the  communion  of-  the  blood  of 
Christ  ?  The  bread  which  we  break,  is  it  not  the  communion  of  the  body 
of  Christ?  For  we  being  many,  are  one  bread  and  one  body.  For  we 
are  all  partakers  of  that  one  broad  .  .  .  Our  fathers  did  all  eat  the  same 
spiritual  meat,  and  did  all  drink  the  same  spiritual  drink.  For  they 
drank  of  that  spiritual  Rock  that  followed  them,  and  that  Rock  was 
Christ.  But  with  many  of  them  God  was  not  well  pleased.  Wherefore, 
my  dearly  beloved,  fiee  from  idolatry ;  neither  let  us  tempt  Christ,  as 
some  of  them  also  tempted.  Ye  can  not  drink  the  cup  of  the  Lord  and 
the  cup  of  devils  ;  ye  can  not  be  partakers  of  the  Lord’s  table  and  of  the 
table  of  devils.  For  he  that  eateth  and  drinketh  unworthily,  eateth  and 
drinketh  [condemnation]  to  himself,  not  discerning  the  Lord’s  body.  For 
this  cause,  many  are  weak  and  sickly  among  you,  and  many  sleep. 
AYherefore,  whosoever  shall  eat  this  bread  and  drink  this  cup  unworthily, 
shall  be  guilty  of  the  body  and  blood  of  the  Lord.  But  let  a  man 
examine  himself,  and  so  let  him  eat  of  this  bread  and  drink  of  this  cup.” 

“AVe  have  received  of  the  Lord  that  which  also  [we  follow,]  That  the 
Lord  Jesus,  the  same  night  in  which  he  was  betrayed,  took  bread,  and 
blessed,  and  brake  it.”  In  imitation  of  his  example,  let  us  ask  a  blessing. 
[After  prayer  and  the  breaking  of  bread,  take  and  deliver  thus  :] 

Our  Saviour  “  took  tlie  bread,  and  when  he  had  given  thanks,  he  brake 
it,  and  gave  it  to  the  disciples,  and  said.  Take,  eat ;  this  is  my  body 
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which  is  broken  for  you ;  this  do  in  remembrance  of  me.”  Beloved, 
ministering  in  his  name,  I  present  to  you  the  bread.  Take,  eat  ye  all  of 
it.  And  remember  that,  except  (by  faith)  ye  cat  the  flesh  of  the  Son 
of  man,  and  drink  his  blood,  ye  have  no  life  in  you. 

[Having  partaken  and  also  poured  the  wine,  proceed  thus  ;] 

After  the  same  manner  also  our  Saviour  took  the  cup  ;  and,  when  he 
had  given  thanks,  he  gave  it  to  them.”  In  imitation  of  his  example,  let 
us  offer  thanks. 

[After  thanks,  take  the  cup  and  deliver  thus  :] 

Our  Saviour  “  took  the  cup  when  he  had  supped,  and  gave  it  to  them, 
saying.  Take  this  and  divide  it  among  yourselves  ;  this  is  my  blood  of 
the  New  Testament  which  is  shed  for  many,  for  the  remission  of  sins  ; 
THIS  DO  as  often  as  ye  drink  it  in  remembrance  of  me.  And  they  all 
drank  of  it.”  Beloved,  ministering  in  his  name,  I  present  to  you  the  cup. 
“  Take,  drink  ye  all  of  it.”  And  remember  that,  as  often  as  ye  eat  this 
bread  and  drink  of  this  cup,  ye  do  show  the  Lord’s  death  until  he  come.” 

[During  the  distribution  of  the  elements,  as  in  the  breaking  of  bread, 
repeat  at  intervals  such  passages  as  follow  below.  Then,  after  partaking 
and  remarking,  conclude  thus  :] 

If  any  one  has  been  omitted  in  the  distribution  of  the  bread  or  the 
wine,  he  will  please  to  signify  it.  Supper  being  ended,  Jesus  thus 
spake  : — “  Yerily  I  say  unto  you,  I  will  not  drink  henceforth  of  this  fruit 
of  the  vine-tmtil  that  day  when  I  drink  it  new  with  you  in  my  Father’s 
kingdom.  And  when  they  had  sung  a  hymn,  they  went  out  to  the  Mount 
of  Olives.”  Following  their  example,  let  us  sing  a  hymn,  and  then  go 
out,  to  prepare  by  this  life  of  ,  conflict  for  that  “  marriage  supper  of  the 
Lamb !” 

[Singing  and  benediction  to  close.] 
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PASSAGES  FOR  THE  SACRAMENT. 

“Then  Jesus  said  ....  My  Father  giveth  you  the  true  bread  from 
heaven.  |  For  the  bread  of  God  is  he  which  cometh  down  from  heaven, 
and  giveth  life  unto  the  world.  |  Then  said  they  unto  him,  Lord,  ever¬ 
more  give  us  this  bread.  |  And  Jesus  said  unto  them,  I  am  the  bread  of 
life :  I  he  that  cometh  to  me  shall  never  hunger,  |  and  he  that  believetli 
on  me  shall  never  thirst  ....  |  Verily,  verily  I  say  unto  you,  he  that 
believetli  on  me  hath  everlasting  life.  |  I  am  that  bread  of  life.  |  Your 
fathers  did  eat  manna  in  the  wilderness,  and  are  dead.  This  is  the  bread 
which  cometh  down  from  heaven,  that  a  man  may  eat  thereof  and  not 
die.  1  I  am  the  living  bread  which  came  down  from  heaven ;  |  if  any  man 
eat  of  this  bread,  he  shall  live  for  ever ;  |  and  the  bread  that  I  will  give  is 
my  flesh,  which  I  will  give  for  the  life  of  the  wmrld.  |  .  .  .  Whoso  eateth 
my  flesh  and  drinketh  my  blood,  hath  eternal  life ;  and  I  will  raise  him 
up  at  the  last  day.  |  For  my  flesh  is  meat  indeed,  and  my  blood  is  drink 
indeed.  |  He  that  eateth  my  flesh  and  drinketh  my  blood,  dwelleth  in  me 
and  I  in  him.  [  As  the  living  Father  hath  sent  me,  and  I  live  by  the 
Father ;  so  he  that  eateth  me,  even  he  shall  live  by  me.  [  This  is  that 
bread  which  came  down  from  heaven;  ]  not  as  your  fathers  did  eat 
manna  and  are  dead  ;  he  that  eateth  of  this  bread  shall  live  for  ever.”  | 
Jn.  vi  :  32 — 35,  47 — 58.  “Labor  not  for  the  meat  that  perisheth,  but 

for  that  meat  which  endureth  unto  everlasting  life,”  v.  27.  ] 

“  Without  shedding  of  blood  there  is  no  remission.”  |  “  Ye  are  come  to 
Jesus  the  Mediator  of  the  new  covenant,  and  ]  to  the  blood  of  sprinkling 
which  speaketh  better  things  than  the  blood  of  Abel.”  |  Heb.  xii :  24. 
“  Ho !  every  one  that  thirsteth,  come  ye  to  the  waters,  |  and  he  that 
hath  no  money  ;  come  ye,  buy  and  eat ;  |  yea,  come,  buy  wine  and  milk, 
without  money  and  without  price.”  |  Isa.lv  :i.  “Jesus  said  ...  If  thou 
knewest  the  gift  of  God,  and  who  it  is,  .  .  .  thou  wouldst  have  asked 
of  him,  and  he  would  have  given  thee  living  water  ”  .  .  .  |  whosoever 
drinketh  of  the  water  that  I  shall  give  him,  shall  never  thirst ;  |  but  the 
water  that  I  shall  give  him  shall  be  in  him  a  well  of  water,  springing  up 
into  everlasting  life.  .  .  .  ]  Give  me  this  water,  that  I  thirst  not.  |  “  Jn. 
iv  ;  10,  14.” 

“  The  spirit  and  the  bride  say  come,  |  and  let  him  that  heareth  say 
come,  1  and  whosoever  will,  let  him  take  the  water  of  life  freely.”  | 
Rev.  xxii ;  17  :  “Jesus  stood  and  cried  saying,  if  any  man  thirst,  let  him 
come  unto  me  and  drink.”  |  “  Come  unto  me  all  ye  that  labor  and 
are  heavy  laden,  and  I  will  give  you  rest.  |  Take  my  yoke  upon  you. 
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and  learn  of  me,  ]  for  I  am  meek  and  lowly  in  heart,  and  ye  shall  find 
rest  unto  your  souls.”  |  '‘All  things  are  now  ready,  come  ye  to  the 
w^edding.”  |  “  Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled ;  ye  believe  in  God, 
believe  also  in  me.  |  Jesus  saith  ....  I  am  the  way,  the  truth,  and  the 
life.  I  No  man  cometh  unto  the  Father  but  by  me.  |  ....  If  ye  shall 
ask  anything  in  my  name,  I  will  do  it.  |  If  ye  love  me  keep  my  com¬ 
mandments.  I  And  I  will  pray  the  Father,  and  he  shall  give  you  another 
comforter,  |  that  he  may  abide  with  you  for  ever.  |  ....  I  will  not  leave 
you  comfortless,  I  will  come  unto  you.  |  .  .  .  .  Because  I  live,  ye  shall 
live  also.  |  .  .  .  Peace  I  leave  with  you,  my  peace  I  give  unto  you ;  |  not 
as  the  world  giveth,  give  I  unto  you.  |  Let  not  your  heart  be  troubled, 
neither  let  it  be  afraid.”  [  etc.,  Jn.  xiv. 

“  This  is  a  faithful  saying,  and  worthy  of  all  acceptation,  that  Christ 
Jesus  came  into  the  world  to  save  sinners  of  whom  I  am  chief.”  ]  “As 
Moses  lifted  up  the  serpent  in  the  wilderness,  even  so  must  the  Son  of 
man  be  lifted  up,  that  whosoever  believeth  in  him  should  not  perish,  but 
have  everlasting  life.”  |  “  God  so  loved  the  world,  that  he  gave  his  only 
begotten  Son,”  |  etc. 

“We  love  him  because  he  first  loved  us.”  [  “Herein  is  love,  not  that 
we  loved  God,  but  that  he  first  loved  us,”  etc.  |  “We  thus  judge,  that  if 
one  died  for  all,  then  were  all  dead,”  etc.  [  “  Thus  it  is  written,”  etc.  | 

"  Ought  not  Christ,”  etc.  | 

Isa.  liii.  :  “  He  is  despised  and  rejected  of  men,  |  a  man  of  sorrow's,  and 
acquainted  with  grief.  |  ....  He  was  despised  and  we  esteemed  him 
not.  I  Surely  he  hath  borne  our  griefs,  and  carried  our  sorrow^s.  |  .  .  .  • 
He  was  wounded  for  our  transgressions,  he  was  bruised  for  our  iniqui¬ 
ties  ;  i  the  chastisement  of  our  peace  w^as  upon  him,  and  by  his  stripes  we 
are  healed,”  etc.  | 
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VI.— WEEKLY  CONFESSION, 


[To  bring  out  inquirers  and  to  distinguisli  cliristians,  separating  the 
cliurcli  from  tlie  world,  in  a  continual  and  public  fellowship,  once  every 
week  proceed  thus  :  ] 

Let  all  who  purpose  now  and  henceforth  to  seek  and  serve  the  Lord, 
arise  and  engage  in  our  solemn  act  of  communion,  confession,  and  faith. 

[While  standing,  repeat  responsively  some  scripture  testimony,  thus  :] 

1.  PRAYER  OF  EZRA.— CHAP.  IX. 

1.  0  my  God,  I  am  ashamed,  and  blush  to  lift  up  my  lace  to  thee,  my 
God  :  for  our  iniquities  are  increased  over  our  head  : — and  our  trespass 
is  grown  up  unto  the  heavens. 

2.  And  now  for  a  little  space,  grace  hath  been  showed  from  the  Lord 
our  God,  to  leave  us  a  remnant  to  escape — and  give  us  a  little  reviving 
in  our  bondage. 

3.  And  now,  0  our  God,  what  shall  we  say  after  this  ‘t—for  we  have 
forsaken  thy  commandments. 

4.  And  after  all  that  is  come  upon  us  for  our  evil  deeds — and  for  our 
great  trespass : 

5.  Seeing  that  thou,  our  God,  hast  punished  less  than  our  iniquities 
deserve — and  hast  given  us  such  deliverance  as  this : 

G.  Should  we  again  break  thy  commandments  ?  .  .  .  wouldst  not  thou 
be  angry  with  us — till  thou  hadst  consumed  us  ? 

'7.  0  Lord  God  of  Israel,  thou  art  righteous ;  for  we  remain  yet  es¬ 
caped — as  it  is  this  day. 

8.  Behold,  we  are  before  thee  in  our  trespass ;  for  we  can  not  stand 
before  thee — because  of  this. 

9.  God  be  merciful  to  me  a  sinner. — Amen. 

2.  PRAYER  OF  NEHEMIAH.— CHAP.  I.,  IX.,  XTTT. 

1,  I  beseech  thee,  0  Lord  God  of  heaven — the  great  and  terrible  God 

2.  That  keepeth  covenant  and  mercy  for  them  that  love  him — and 
observe  his  commandments. 
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3.  Hear  the  prayer  of  thy  servant,  which  I  pray  before  thee  now — daij 
and  night. 

4.  For  thy  servants,  confessing  our  sins — which  we  have  sinned  against 
thee. 

6.  Now  these  are  thy  servants  and  thy  people,  whom  thou  hast 
redeemed  by  thy  great  power — and  by  thy  strong  hand. 

6.  0  Lord,  I  beseech  thee,  let  now  thine  ear  be  attentive  to  the  prayer 
of  thy  servants, — who  desire  to  fear  thy  name. 

7.  Our  God,  the  great,  the  mighty  and  the  terrible  God,  who  keepest 
co\'enant  and  mercy,  thou  hast  done  right, — hut  we  have  done  wickedly. 

8.  And  because  of  all  this,  we  make  a  sure  covenant  and  write  it, — 
and  \we'\  seal  unto  it. 

9.  Remember  me,  0  my  God,  concerning  this,  and  spare  me  according 
to  the  greatness  of  thy  mercy  ;  .  .  .  remember  me,  0  my  God,  for  good. 
Amen. 

3.  PRAYER  OF  DANIEL.— CHAP.  IX. 

1.  0  Lord,  the  great  and  dreadful  God,  keeping  the  covenant  and 
mercy  to  them  that  love  him, — and  to  them  that  keep  his  commandments  : 

2.  We  have  sinned,  and  have  committed  iniquity,  and  have  done  wick¬ 
edly,  and  have  rebelled, — even  by  departing  from  thy  precepts  and  from 
thy  judgments. 

3.  0  Lord,  righteousness  belongeth  unto  thee,  but  unto  us  confusion  of 
faces, — as  it  is  this  day. 

4.  To  the  Lord  our  God  belong  mercies  and  forgiveness, — though  we 
have  rebelled  against  him. 

5.  Now,  therefore,  0  our  God,  hear  the  prayer  of  thy  servant,— ami 
his  supplications. 

6.  And  cause  thy  face  to  shine  upon  thy  sanctuary  that  is  desolate, — 
for  the  Lord’s  sake. 

7.  O  my  God  incline  thine  ear  and  hear, — open  thine  eyes  and  behold. 

8.  For  we  do  not  present  our  supplications  before  thee  for  our  right¬ 
eousness, — but  for  thy  great  mercies. 

9.  0  Lord,  hear ;  0  Lord,  forgive  ; — OLord,  hearken  and  do. 

10.  Defer  not,  for  thine  own  sake, — 0  my  God.  Amen. 

4.  LORD’S  PRAYER. 

Also  Psalms,  as  in  Connecticut  Collection,  No.  3,  4,  6,  9, 11, 12, 13, 
IG,  17, 18,  21,  22,  27,  30—33,  49. 

[Such  public  profession  must  be  followed  up  with  careful  watching, 
and  labor,  and  prayer,  over  all  who  may  thus  rise  with  the  church.] 
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PRACTICAL  QUESTIONS, 

FOR  THE  EXAMINATION  OF  ALL  PERSONS 

Before  being  propounded  fpr  membership,  or  admitted  to  a  baptismal 
profession  for  themselves,  or  for  their  children. 

1.  Do  you  live  in  the  enjoyment  of  a  rcyiewed  heart,  walking  in  all  the 
commandments  and  ordinances  of  the  Lord  ?  [Show  letter  or  expe¬ 
rience.] 

2.  Do  you  enjoy  daily  prayer  in  your  closet  and  in  your  family? 

3.  Do  you  renounce  strong  drink,  dancing,  circus-going,  and  other 
follies  of  the  world  ? 

4.  What  active  labor  for  the  promotion  of  religion  do  you  perform, 
or  expect  to  perform  ? 

5.  What  proportion  from  your  property  [possessed] ,  living  [consumed] , 
or  profits  [gained] ,  do  you  contribute,  or  expect  to  contribute,  punctually, 
for  the  cause  of  Christ  ? 

6.  How  often  do  you  engage,  or  expect  to  engage,  with  the  church,  in 
its  monthly  and  weekly  concert  services  for  prayer  and  confession  of 
Christ? 

7.  Can  you,  and  will  you,  in  due  season,  bind  yourself,  honestly  and 
truly,  in  the  solemn  church  Covenant  ? 

ORDER  OF  ADMISSION. 

1.  Examination  by  the  elders,  at  any  monthly  or  Aveekly  concert,  with 
a  letter  presented,  or  a  profession  made. 

2.  A  public  propounding  on  the  Sabbath,  with  baptismal  profession, 
or  announcing  of  letter.  In  one  week  (or  several,  for  converts) — 

3.  A  vote  of  the  church,  based  upon  three  months  of  satisfactory 
account  and  service,  in  concert  with  the  church. 

4.  A  public  Act  of  Covenant  at  the  communion  table. 

ORDER  OF  DEPARTURE. 

1.  Notice  given  to  the  elders  before  leaving  for  six  mouths,  and  appli¬ 
cation  made  by  them  foi*-  a  letter. 

2.  General  or  speeific  letter  obtained  from  the  elders  or  the  church. 

3.  Return  to  service  here,  or  official  notice  of  admission  elsewhere, 
within  one  year. 

4.  In  case  of  longer  delay,  explanations  required,  in  order  to  a  new 
certificate. 
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FORM  OF  CERTIFICATE. 

First  Congregational  Church  of  Ulster,  [ 
Saugerties,  N.  Y., - 18 5-.  i 

This  may  Certify,  that  M —  - is  a  member'  of  this  church,  in 

regular  communion ;  as  such,  for  one  year  from  the  time  of  leaving,  as 
above,  — he  is  hereby  introduced  to  Christians  and  churches,  wherever 
— he  may  be.  [By  consent,] - ,  Pastor. 

At  h —  own  request,  — he  is  specially  intrusted  to  the  Congregational 

Church  in - - ;  and  if  we  receive  official  notice  of  h —  reception  there 

within  the  year,  we  shall  then  consider  h — ■  as  fully  transferred  and  dis¬ 
missed  from  us.'^  [By  vote  of  the  church,]  — — — •  — - ,  Clerk. 

And  whereas,  - — he  has  satisfactorily  rendered  account  and  service 
hitherto,  we  do  cordially  recommend  h —  as  a  ^ —  beloved,  in  good 

AND  approved  STANDING,  Ulltil  - . 

By  sjiecial  act  of  the  church, - ,  Pastor. 


*  otherwise,  after  that  date,  explanation  or  satisfaction  will  he  necessary,  in  order  to  a  new 
certificate. 


ORDER  OF  SERVICES. 


Invocation.  (Only  in  the  morning.) 

Psalm.  (Congregational  singing.) 

Scripture  and  Prayer. 

Hymn.  (Sung  by  the  choir.) 

Sermon.  (Preceded  by  collection  and  notices.) 
Prayer  (and  Profession.) 

Hymn.  (Sung  by  the  choir.) 

Benediction.  (To  close.) 


We  stand  to  praise,  and  boiv  to  pray,  and  sit  to  hear  God’s  word. 


2* 


Deacons.  Bishops. 
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OFFICERS. 


o 

H  U  K  C 

(PRESBYTERY  OF) 

H 

y 

1  S  5  8  _ 

'  PASTOR, 

.  .  .  .installed 

1855, . . .  .Rev. 

S. 

B.  OOODENOW, . 

Eldek,  . . 

... .  elected 

18 

Instruction, .  . . 

j  Elder,  . . 

18 

Benevolence,  . . 

[  Elder,  . . 

....  elected 

18 

Visitation,  . . . 

Deacon,  . 

18 

Agent, . 

-{  Deacon,  . 

18 

Steward, . 

Deacon,  . 

....  elected 

18 

Register, . 

Appointments. — Public  Worship,  every  Lord's  day  at  10^-  and  3 
o’clock,  and  Wednesday  evening  in  the  Lecture  Room. 

Sunday  School,  at  the  first  bell,  A.M.  after  March,  and  P.M.  after 
September.  Quarterly  S.  S.  Service,  Sunday  after  communion. 

Church  in  Concert,  Sabbath  morning,  10  o’clock.  Female  or  Prayer 
Meeting,  Friday. 

Communion,  first  Sunday  of  March,  June,  September,  and  December. 
Quarterly  Service,  Friday  before,  at  2  P.M.  Monthly  Meetings  between. 

Anniversary,  first  or  second  Sabbath  of  May.  Annual  Meeting,  close 
of  April. 


TRUSTEES  OF  THE  CHURCH  SOCIETY,  1868. 

Elected  18 
Elected  18 
Elected  18 


Trustee  Meeting,  close  of  each  month. 

Annual  Society  Meeting,  third  Monday  of  May. 


Exam  Com.  Helps. 
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LIST  OF  CHURCH  MEMBERS. 


1853_ 
Gakrett  Myxdeese, 
Peter  I.  Snyder, 

Eliza  Snyder, 

Nelly  A.  Snyder, 
Rachel  0.  Snyder, 
Ann  M.  Snyder, 

Mary"  A.  Sny"der, 
Evert  H.  Wynkoor, 
Mary"  "VVynkoop, 

Sarah  Wy"nkoop, 
Tjerck  Myer, 

^M^jerck  My"er,  Jr., 
Benjamin  Myer, 
Rebecca  Myer, 

John  H.  Myer, 

Moses  Myer, 

Ihhzabeth  J.  Myer, 
Andrew  AVolyen,  Jr., 
Rachel  AVolyen, 

Joel  AA^olven, 
(JlRISTINA  AVoLYEN, 

Lucas  AA’^oiwen, 
Hannah  AA^olyen, 
Maria  AYolven, 

Jacob  Elyiendorf, 
Catharine  Elyiendorf, 
Sayiuel  M.  Post, 

John  I.  Gillespy, 

Jane  Gillespy", 

IIiRAYi  Syiith, 

Alanson  AV'alter, 
Mary  AI.  AV alter, 
Christina  J ackson. 


1854- 

Gertrude  AI.  Huyiyiell, 
Eliza  Coon, 

Eliza  Russell, 

Nelly  AI.  Post, 
Catharine  E.  Rightyiyer, 

1855- 

Syiith  B.  Goodenoyy, 
Caroline  R.  Goodenow, 
■^'AIary'  Post, 

Sarah  AIyer, 

Edyyin  AIyer, 

Alida  AIy"er, 

Elizabeth  Braby, 
fLucY  A.  Cooke, 
jSoLOYioN  Cone, 

Elizabeth  Cone, 

Peter  Russell, 

Susan  Russell, 

Sarah  Bayis, 

Lucretia  AIyer, 

Elizabeth  AIiddah, 

Ey"ert  E.  AVynkoop, 
Alida  Russell  AVynkoop, 
John  IT.  Roosa, 

AIary  j.  AValter, 

Ellen  Huyiyiell, 

Sarah  Post  AIyer, 
AIartha  Knapp, 

Anna  E.  Elyiendorf, 
Ayianda  Finger. 


r)(?cease(l. 


f  Transferred. 


J  Exconivmmicated  Ajndl  7,  1858. 
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CHURCH  MEMBERS. 


185e_ 

Susan  M.  Thompson, 
Kosanna  Snyder, 
Catharine  E.  Devlin, 
Francis  Kougleman, 
Michael  Fiero, 

Eliza  Fiero, 

John  Dedrick, 

Catharine  Dedrick, 
Marian  K.  Myer, 

Levina  Eightmyer, 
Angeline  Myer  Skinner. 

1857- 

Matilda  Carle, 


PAizabeth  Walter, 
P]mma  L.  Goodenow, 
Mary  S.  Shaw, 
Elizabeth  Snyder. 

1858- 

Caroline  Finger,  Cand. 
Betsey  Whitehead, 

Mary  L.  Post, 
Elizabeth  Myer, 

Mary  C.  Waterbury, 


Total, 


82. 


